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1. e4 c6 It looks like this opening step by step became my main answer against e4. The story started in Dortmund 2003 when I scored 2 out of 3 with black against Leko, Naiditch and Anand. 2. d4 d5 3. ¤c3 dxe4 4. ¤xe4 Ґf5 In the mentioned games I played 4...Nd7 5. ¤g3 in the second round Narciso played
[5. ¤c5 b6 6. ¤b3 e6 7. ¤f3 Ґd6 8. g3 ¤e7 9. Ґg2 h6 10. O-O ¤d7 11. Јe2 O-O 12. ¤e5 ¦c8 13. ¦d1 a5 14. c3 (14. ¤c5!) 14... Ґb8 15. f4 a4 16. ¤d2 b5 17. ¤f1 ¤f6 18. Ґe3 ¤ed5 19. ¦ac1 Јb6 20. c4 bxc4 21. ¦xc4 Јb5„ Narciso Dublan, Mark - Bologan Victor Viorel, Dresden  4. 4.2007 It (cat.17)] 

5... Ґg6 6. ¤f3 ¤d7 7. h4 h6 8. h5 Ґh7 9. Ґd3 Ґxd3 10. Јxd3 e6 11. Ґf4

[11. Ґd2 ¤gf6 12. O-O-O Ґe7 13. ¤e4 ¤xe4 14. Јxe4 ¤f6 15. Јe2 Јd5 16. ўb1 ¤xh5 17. ¤e5 ¤f6 18. f3 b5 19. g4 ¦f8 20. Ґf4 b4 draw agreed 1/2-1/2, Jakovenko Dmitrii - Bologan Victor Viorel, Wijk aan Zee NED 14. 1.2007 Corus B] 

11... Јa5 12. Ґd2 Јc7 13. O-O-O ¤gf6 14. ¤e4 O-O-O 15. g3 ¤xe4 16. Јxe4 Ґd6 The classical setup for both colors in Karo-Kann. 17. ўb1

[17. c4 c5 18. Ґc3 (18. d5 ¤f6 19. Јc2 exd5 20. cxd5 Јd7 21. Ґc3 ¦he8 22. Ґxf6 gxf6 23. ¤h4 ¦e5 24. f4 ¦xh5 25. Јe2 ¦xd5 26. ¦xd5 Ґxf4 27. gxf4 Јxd5 28. ¦d1 Јxa2 29. ¦xd8 ўxd8 30. ¤f5 Јe6= Bluvshtein M 2531  - Iordachescu V 2601 ,  4. 6.2006 37th Olympiad) 18... ¤f6 19. Јe2 cxd4 20. Ґxd4 (20. ¤xd4 a6 21. ¤f3 Јc6 22. ¤e5 Ґxe5 23. Ґxe5 ¦xd1 24. ¦xd1 ¦d8 25. ¦e1 ¤e8 26. Ґc3 Јc5 27. b3 ¤f6 28. ¦h1І Macieja B 2629  - Cyborowski L 2580 , 18. 2.2007 64th ch-POL) 20... Јa5 21. a3 ¦d7 22. ¤e5 Ґxe5 23. Ґxe5 ¦hd8 24. ¦xd7 ¦xd7 25. f4 Јa4 26. g4 Јc6 27. ¦e1І Bruzon L 2652  - Adianto U 2589 , 28. 5.2006 37th Olympiad] 

17... ¦he8 18. Јh7 white queene anyway will have to leave the e4 square so better is to win the half tempo by pushing the rook back to king side.
[18. c4 c5 19. Ґc3 Ґe7 20. dxc5 ¤xc5 21. Јe3 Ґf8 22. b4 ¤a4 23. Ґe5 Јb6 24. Јxb6 ¤xb6 25. c5 ¤d5 26. a3 a5 27. bxa5 f6 28. Ґb2 ўd7 29. ¤d2 Ґxc5 30. ¤e4 Ґa7і Cheparinov I 2635  - Iordachescu V 2601 , 30. 5.2006 37th Olympiad] 

18... ¦g8 19. c4 c5 20. Ґc3 in the classical game of this variation white went for
[20. d5 ¤f6 21. Јc2 exd5 22. cxd5 Јd7 23. Ґc3 ¦de8 24. Ґxf6 gxf6 25. Јd3 f5 26. ¤d2 b5 27. ¦he1 ўb8 28. Јc3 ¦xe1 29. ¦xe1 c4 30. ¤f3 f4 31. g4 Ґc7 32. Јd4 Јxg4 33. Јe4 Јxh5 34. ¤d4 Јg6 1/2-1/2, Kramnik Vladimir (RUS) 2760 - Leko Peter (HUN) 2743, Brissago (Switzerland) 2004.10.14] 

20... cxd4N I considered that I should first ask white which piece he is going to take on d4 and only after to decide the faith of white queene
[20... ¤f6 21. Јc2 cxd4 22. Ґxd4 Ґc5 23. ¦h4 Ґxd4 24. ¤xd4 Јc5 25. a3 ¦d7 26. ўa2 ¦gd8 27. ¤b3 Јc6 28. ¦e1 ¦d5 29. Јc3 ¦d3 30. Јc2 ¦3d5 31. Јc3 ¦d3 32. Јc2 1/2-1/2, Aveskulov Valeriy (UKR) 2457 - Burmakin Vladimir (RUS) 2508, Kharkov (Ukraine) 2005.10.18] 

21. ¤xd4 on 
[21. Ґxd4 I wanted to attack the knight on f3 21... Јc6 (21... ¤e5 22. c5) 22. Јd3 ¤e5! 23. Ґxe5 Ґxe5 24. ¤xe5 ¦xd3 25. ¤xc6 ¦xd1 26. ¦xd1 bxc6=] 

21... ¤f6 22. Јd3

[22. Јc2?! Јxc4 23. b3 Јc5 24. ¤b5 ¤d5] 

22... a6 limiting the knight on d4. Actualy beside the pawn h6 black's pawn structure is very harmonious with the bishop.  23. Јe2 ¦d7= doubling the rook on the only open file d is one of main plans in Karo Kann for black. This later will decide the faith of the game.  24. ¤c2?! unusual square for the knight better is to place it either to f3 followed by Ne5 or to b3 with the idea of c5-c6
[24. c5 Јxc5; 

24. ¤b3!? Јc6 25. Ґxf6 gxf6 26. c5 Ґc7 27. ¦xd7 Јxh1 28. ¦d1 Јg2 29. ¦c1 Јc6›; 

24. ¤f3 ¦gd8 25. b4!? a5„] 

24... ¦gd8 25. ¤e3 Јc6 all black pieces are ideally placed
[25... Ґe5 26. ¤d5 exd5 27. Ґxe5 ¦e8 28. ¦he1 ¦de7 29. f4 dxc4 30. ¦d4 b5 31. ¦ed1©] 

26. Ґxf6 gxf6 27. ¤g4?! going for an extra pawn underestimating the threats on the d file
[27. ¦h4!?і] 

27... Ґb4! in my inicial calculations I checked
[27... Ґf8 28. ¤xf6 ¦xd1 29. ¦xd1 ¦xd1 30. Јxd1 Ґg7 31. ¤g4 Јxc4і; 

27... f5 28. ¤f6 ¦c7 29. b3 Ґe7 30. Јe5 Ґxf6 31. Јxf6 Јe4 32. ўc1 ¦cd7і] 

28. ¤xf6? insisting but even after the best reply
[28. ¦hf1™ black would get a good position 28... ¦d2 29. ¦xd2 ¦xd2 30. Јe3 f5 (30... Јd6 31. c5 Ґxc5 32. ¦c1 ¦d1 33. ¤xh6 ¦xc1 34. Јxc1 ўd7 35. ¤xf7 Јd3 36. ўa1 ўe8 37. ¤h8) 31. ¤xh6 f4! 32. gxf4 Јg2 33. ¦c1 Јg7 34. Јb3 Ґf8µ] 

28... ¦d2!° now the point is that white can not take on d2 because of rook h1 29. Јg4 
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29... Ґc3! the attack is unstoppable 30. ¤d5! the last but not suficient chance for white 30... ¦8xd5! Here I checked at list ten times that my king will escape from white's checks 31. cxd5 ¦xb2 32. ўc1 Јc5 33. Јg8 ўc7 34. d6 ўb6 35. Јd8 ўa7 36. Јc7 Јa3 37. ¦d3 ¦d2 [0:1]

