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1. e4 e5 2. ¤f3 ¤c6 3. Ґb5 a6 4. Ґa4 ¤f6 5. O-O Ґe7 6. ¦e1 b5 7. Ґb3 d6 8. c3 O-O 9. h3 ¤b8  It was not a big secret that Pentala might choose Breier Variation against me. This line as you can see from the comments it's also played by another indian star Krisnan Sasikiran. 10. d4 ¤bd7 11. ¤bd2 Ґb7 12. Ґc2 ¦e8 13. ¤f1 Ґf8 14. ¤g3 g6 15. a4 Ґg7 The main-line is
[15... c5 which leads after 16. d5  to the classical closed Ruy Lopez positions. The recently played game between Berescu and Graf ilustrates very well white main ideas. 16... c4 17. Ґg5 h6 18. Ґe3 ¤c5 19. Јd2 h5 20. Ґg5 Ґe7 21. ¦a3 occupation of the a file. 21... ¦b8 22. ўh1 Ґc8 23. axb5 axb5 24. ¦a7 Ґb7 25. ¦ea1 Јb6 26. ¤h4 preparation of f4 26... ¦a8 27. ¦xa8 ¦xa8 28. ¦f1 maintaining the rook for the f file 28... Јd8 29. f4 ¤fd7 30. Ґxe7 Јxe7 31. ¤hf5!‚ attack on a king Berescu A 2433  - Graf A 2604 , 13. 4.2006 7th ch-Euro] 

16. Ґd3 c6 17. Ґg5 ¤f8  Checking the database I found two fresh samples by Magnus Carlsen who's play already at his young age can be considered good enough to show to the peoples.
[17... h6 18. Ґd2 Јc7 19. Јc2 ¦ad8 20. b4 ¤f8 21. dxe5 dxe5 22. c4 ¤e6 23. Ґf1 bxc4 24. Ґxc4 c5 25. b5 axb5 26. axb5 ¦a8 27. ¦xa8 Ґxa8 28. Јb3І Carlsen M 2570  - Tallaksen G 2350 ,  8.10.2005 Bygger'n Masters; 

17... Јc7 18. Јd2 ¤f8 19. Ґh6 ¤e6 20. b4 ¤d7 21. Ґf1 ¤b6 22. Ґxg7 ўxg7 23. a5 ¤d7 24. c4 ¦ad8 25. ¦ac1 Јb8 26. ¦ed1 f6 27. d5± Carlsen M 2625  - Weeks Ma 2273 ,  6. 3.2006 XXII Open] 

18. Јd2 ¤e6 19. Ґe3 ¤d7 20. Ґf1 Јc7 Untill this moment we played pritty fast especialy my oponent. Here It took me a while to decide between 21. b4 and
[21. ¦ed1 ¤b6 (21... ¦ad8 22. Јc2 ¤b6 23. a5 ¤d7 24. b4 ¦c8 25. ¦ac1 d5 26. ¦e1 (26. dxe5 ¤xe5 27. ¤xe5 Јxe5 28. exd5 cxd5 29. ¤e2 Ґf8! 30. Јd2 Ґd6 31. f4 Јf6 32. g3 Јe7 33. Ґf2 d4!„ Charbonneau P 2496  - Sasikiran K 2670 , 22. 3.2006 Trophee Universitaire) 26... exd4 27. cxd4 dxe4 28. ¤xe4І) 22. a5 exd4 23. cxd4 ¤c4 24. Ґxc4 bxc4 25. ¦ac1 d5 26. b4 f6› Sutovsky E 2665  - Sasikiran K 2642 , 13. 6.2005 III Marx Gyorgy] 

21... ¤b6 22. a5 exd4!?N the passive
[22... ¤d7 it's kind of resignation 23. ¦ac1 d5 24. exd5 cxd5 25. dxe5 ¤xe5 26. ¤xe5 Ґxe5 27. ¤e2 ¦e7 28. g3 Јd6 29. Ґg2 ¦c8 30. ¤d4 ¦c4 31. ¤xe6 ¦xe6 32. Ґh6 Јc6 33. ¦e3 Ґg7 34. Ґxg7 ўxg7 35. ¦ce1 ¦xe3 36. ¦xe3 Јf6 37. ¦d3І Volokitin And 2660  - Sasikiran K 2692 , 28. 5.2006 37th Olympiad] 

23. cxd4 ¤c4  here is the point. Black is trying to get the protected passed pawn on c4 and after d5 to hold on white squares. The only obvious minus of it are the black squares. 24. Ґxc4 bxc4 25. Ґh6 Already having in mind the exchange sacrifice. i was not sure that
[25. e5 d5 26. ¤g5 Ґc8 27. ¤xe6 Ґxe6 28. Ґh6 Ґh8 29. f4 f6 it's enough for advantage. Even white position still looks better.] 

25... Ґh8 The exchange doesn't look good for black at all.
[25... d5 26. Ґxg7 ўxg7 27. e5І] 
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26. d5!ѓ  Psicologically strong. Harikrisna definitely had studied the already mentioned Sutovsky-Sasikiran game in which black felt comfortable after the opening. The key question is whether black manages to play d5 or not. Strictly from general considerations I decided to sacrify the exchange. 26... ¤f8 Solid, possible but may be not the best. It took me quite a time to try to give the objective evaluation of the position after
[26... cxd5 27. exd5 Ґxa1 28. ¦xa1  During and immediately after the game I thought that I have an exscellent compesation. One day later under computer's influence I decided to give it an negative mark. And only after the tournament I convinced my self that the sacrifice was playeble. 28... c3 (28... ¤g7 29. Јd4 f5 30. ¦c1 ¦ac8 31. ¦xc4 Јe7 32. ¦xc8 ¦xc8 33. ¤f1 (33. ¤e2 ¦c2 34. ¤f4 ¤e8) 33... ¤e8 34. ¤e3©) 29. Јd3 ¤g7 30. ¤e4 (30. ¦c1 f5; 30. Јd4 f5 31. ¦c1 ¦ac8) 30... ¤h5 31. ¦c1 (31. g4 f5 32. gxf5 Јd7 33. ¤d4 Ґxd5 34. ¤xc3 Ґf7; 31. Јd4 f5 32. ¤xc3 ¦ac8) 31... ¦ac8 32. ¦xc3 Јe7 33. ¦xc8 Ґxc8 34. ¤c3©] 

27. ¦ac1 cxd5 28. exd5 ¤d7?!  There were more important things to do for black. One of the to create a play on the c file which will distract good part of white forces.
[28... c3 29. Јd3 (29. ¦ed1 ¦ac8 30. Јf4 Јc4) 29... ¦xe1 30. ¤xe1! (30. ¦xe1 ¦c8 31. ¤e4 (31. Ґf4 f5 32. ¦c1 Јf7) 31... f5 32. ¤eg5 c2 33. ¤e6 ¤xe6 34. dxe6 Ґc3) 30... ¦c8 31. ¤e4 f5 32. ¤xc3 Јc4›] 

29. ¤e4 ¤e5 The whole idea of the knight exchange was wrong. Yes black has two bishops but one of them from b7 is absolutely dead. Even now was not too late to switch to
[29... f5 30. ¤c3 ¦xe1 31. ¦xe1 ¤e5 32. ¤xe5 dxe5 33. d6 Јc6 34. f3 ¦d8 35. ¦d1І] 

30. ¤xe5 ¦xe5 of course not
[30... dxe5 31. Ґg5 Јd7 32. ¦ed1±] 

31. ¤c3 Јe7 32. Ґe3  Now my itention is very clear. I want to exchange the black square bishops after which The advantage of the white knight over the black bishop will become more sensible. 32... ¦e8 33. ¦ed1!±  It took me some time to consider the consequences of the sacrifice on e3. But finally I decided to go for it. Especially that this is almost forced for black. 33... ¦xe3!?

[33... ¦h5 34. Ґd4±] 

34. Јxe3 Јxe3 35. fxe3 ¦xe3 36. ¤a4

[36. ¤b1 would give less to white 36... c3 37. b5 axb5 38. ўf2 ¦e4 39. ¤xc3 Ґd4 40. ўf1 ¦f4 41. ўe1 b4 42. ¤e2 Ґf2 43. ўd2 ¦f5І] 

36... c3

[36... ¦e4 37. ¤b6 c3 transposes to the game] 

37. ¤b6

[37. ўf2 ¦e4 38. ¤xc3 ¦xb4 39. ¤e2 Ґe5І] 

37... ¦e4 38. ¦e1  Actualy this was the move I hoped mostly on. After the exchange of the rooks bishops power gets much less significant especialy that thne knight on b6 practicaly simplifies this formula to bishop versus rook.
[38. ¤a4 ¦e3] 

38... Ґd4 after
[38... ¦xe1 39. ¦xe1 ўf8 the approach of the white king to the center decides. 40. ўf2 f5 41. ўe3 ўe7 42. ўd3ќ] 

39. ўh1 f5 the main line which I was considering was
[39... ¦xe1 40. ¦xe1 f5 41. ¦c1 ўf7 42. ¤a4! Ґxd5 43. ¤xc3 ўe6 (43... Ґxc3 44. ¦xc3 ўe6 45. b5 axb5 46. a6 b4 47. ¦c8 ўe5 48. ¦b8ќ) 44. ¤xd5 ўxd5 45. b5 axb5 46. ¦d1ќ] 

40. ¦xe4 fxe4 41. ¤a4ќ Even I have to show some precizity later on the position is winning for white. 41... Ґe3

[41... c2 42. ¤b6 Ґc3 43. ¦xc2 Ґxb4 44. ¦b2 Ґc3 45. ¦b3 Ґe5 46. ¦e3ќ] 

42. ¦xc3 Ґd2 43. ¦c7 Ґxd5 44. ¤c3 Ґa8 after
[44... Ґxc3 45. ¦xc3 ўf7 46. ўg1 ўe6 47. ўf2 ўe5 48. ўe3ќ white's king is on time to blockade the passed central pawns meanwhile the pawn majority on the queene side decides; 

on 44... e3 I prepared the immediate 45. b5 axb5 46. a6 Ґa8 47. ¤e2ќ] 

45. ¤e2 Ґd5 46. ¤c3 Ґa8 the repition of the moves didn't spoil anything 47. b5 white pawns are unstopable 47... d5

[47... axb5 48. ¤xb5 e3 49. ¤d4 Ґd5 50. a6] 

48. ¤e2 [1:0]

